
Mandolin: How To Read Tablature
101 Beginner Mandolin Crash Course
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Fretting Hand Finger Numbers (Within the Standard Notation) 
1 (Index) 2 (Middle) 3 (Ring) 4 (Pinky) 

Open(String1) Fret2(String2) Fret5(String3) Fret4(String4)
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0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Time Signatures
3/4 = 3 quarter note beats per measure 4/4 = 4 quarter note beats per measure3 4

0 0 0 0 0 0 0

 Basic Note Values
Whole Note
(4 beats)

Half Note
(2 Beats)

Quarter Notes
(1 Beat)

5 6 7

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Eighth Notes
(1/2 Beat)

Eighth Note
(Broken Beam)

Dotted Half Note
(3 Beats)

Dotted Quarter Note
(1 1/2 Beats)

8 9 10
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 Basic Rests
Whole Note
(4 Beats)

Half Note
(2 Beats)

Quarter Note
(1 Beat)11 12 13

Eighth Note Rest (1/2 Beat) Dotted Half Note
(3 Beats)

Dotted Quarter Note
(1 1/2 Beats)14 15 16

0 0 0 0 0 0

 Pick Stroke Symbols

Down Down Down Up Down Up

17

 Repeat Sign
18

 1.  2.
 Alternate Endings (used on repeats)

19 20


